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York Handmade provides 90,000 bricks for 
iconic Shard.
The award-winning York Handmade Brick 
Company is supplying 90,000 bricks to 
the iconic 87-storey Shard in south east 
London, which is now Europe’s tallest 
commercial building.

The contract is worth £90,000 and the 
Alne-based company have created a special 
brick for this project. York Handmade will 
also be supplying bricks for the adjacent 
London Bridge Place development.

Both The Shard and London Bridge Place 
are being developed by the Sellar Property 
Group, backed by four Qatari banks. They 
are scheduled to be completed by the spring 
of 2013. The Shard is primarily built in 
glass, but the bricks will be used on the 
first few floors of the building including a 
dramatic brickwork façade.

David Armitage, the chairman of 

York Handmade, the leading independent 
brickmaker in the North of England, 
commented: “This is a very prestigious 
contract, which really puts York Handmade 
on the map. Our ability to produce 
attractive bespoke bricks to order means 
we are now on the radar of influential 
architects and builders across the country.

“It is fantastic that a Yorkshire company 
should be playing a significant role in the 
construction of the most iconic building of 
the decade in London,” he added.

Mr Armitage explained: “The brick 
being supplied to the Shard and London 
Bridge Place is one of the company’s 
exciting new Maxima range. This brick 
has found favour with many of the leading 
architects in Europe such as Renzo Piano, 
David Chipperfield and many others.  
There have been some very exciting new 
developments built throughout Europe 

using this brick, led by the Swiss architect 
Peter Zumptor and this has started a 
fashion which is gathering momentum by 
the day.

“York Handmade, with our flexible 
brick production, are in a particularly 
strong position to supply this market as 
we can make bricks in a variety of textures 
and colours. For example, following the 
commissioning of our £750,000 specials 
plant, we can supply bricks in either a 
rough weathered or a neat more precise 
texture as the specifier requires.

“We also have a range of up to 10 
colours that we can offer with an ability 
to make new ones on a bespoke basis. The 
Shard is very high-profile building and 
should show the bricks off to their best 
effect. One could say this is a new brick 
for a new era, part of a very exciting new 
building,” he added.

The Shard is spearheading a wider 
£2bn regeneration of the area immediately 
around London Bridge Station. Piling is 
already under way for the development of 
London Bridge Place, a 600,000 sq ft gross, 
17-storey corporate headquarters building 
that will provide occupiers with stunning 
“winter gardens” and a huge roof terrace. 
Together with the Shard, the two buildings 
will provide employment for as many as 
12,500 people.

Boris Johnson, the Mayor of London, 
commented: “If you want a symbol of 
how London is powering its way out of 
the global recession, the Shard is it, rising 
confidently up to the heavens.

“Once complete, this huge engineering 
feat will be the tallest building in Europe, 
and is destined to become as iconic a 
landmark on London’s cherished skyline as 
the Gherkin, St Paul’s or Big Ben.”
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